of MARION & POLK COUNTIES

FOCUS

Webpage—LWVmarionpolk.org or www.leaguewomenvotersmarionpolk.org

September 2020 Calendar of LWV Events
Wed., Sept. 2, 2:00 p.m.—Book Club— Salt to The Sea: A Novel by Ruta Sepetys
Fri., Sept. 11, 12 - 1:30 p.m.—Commentary on Measures & Candidates on the Oregon Ballot
Salem City Club Zoom webinar. Register at https://salemcityclub.com.
Sat., Sept. 12, 1 p.m.—Great Decisions: Climate Change
Via Zoom. Discussion leader: Jean Sherbeck
Mon., Sept. 14, 2 - 4 p.m.—Board meeting—via Zoom
Fri., Sept. 25, 12 - 1:30 p.m.—Candidates for Senate District 10 via Zoom webinar
Register at Salem City Club website https://salemcityclub.com.
The candidates are Deb Patterson (Democrat) and Denyc Boles (Republican).

Coming in October:
Sat., Oct. 3—Matt McBeth, the history teacher at Cascade H.S. whom we sponsored as a participant
to the Harvard Case Study workshop in 2019, will explain how he used the workshop information for
his social-study classes last school year. This will probably be a Zoom meeting. Details to come.
Cybersecurity—In late October we’ll have a Zoom meeting to discuss the LWVOR “Privacy and
Cybersecurity Today” report and consensus questions. Details will be in the October Focus. You
may want to start reading the report, which was sent to members in March. It includes a glossary and
personal privacy suggestions. To read the report online, go to lwvor.org and click on Studies. To
hear a presentation of the report at LWVOR’s caucus during the virtual LWVUS Convention, go to
lwvor.org and click on Recent Projects.
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The Leadership Team
LWVMPC Board 2020-2020
President: Vacant

The Board is pictured below at a meeting via Zoom to
plan for the fall.

Secretary: Jean Sherbeck
Treasurer: Elsa Struble

Off-Board Chairs

Assistant Treasurer and Webpage:
Alice LaViolette

Voter Education Co-chair: Deanie Anderson

Membership and Observer Corps:
Amy Vandegrift

VOTE411.org data entry: Janet Adkins

Program: Diana Bodtker

Focus

Publicity and Facebook: Cindy Burgess

Editor: Sally Hollemon
Circulation: Elsa Struble
Proofreader: Donna Briney

Voter Education Co-chair: Kathleen West
Action Chair: A volunteer would be welcomed.
welcomed.

Amy Vandegrift

Deanie Anderson

Nominating Committee: Volunteers welcomed.

Kathleen West

Alice LaViolette

Diana
Bodtker

Elsa Struble

B
O
A
R
D
2020
to
2021

Cindy Burgess
Sherbeck
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Focus is the newsletter of the League of Women Voters® of Marion and Polk Counties.
Members subscribe through their dues, and membership is open to anyone 16 years of age and older.
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New Webpage
The California LWV changed the program for the webpage we have used for several years and
their replacement was complicated and expensive. So Kathleen Mason started putting together a
new webpage and then got too busy making a living, so Alice LaViolette has taken over the webpage.
Thank you Kathleen and Alice!
Our old webpage address <http://LWVmarionpolk.org> connects to the new webpage
address <www.leaguewomenvotersmarionpolk.org> (there’s no of ) so you can use either
address.

Facebook:

Cindy Burgess has taken over our Facebook page and will keep it up with new
information and links to our webpage for people who want more information. Thank you, Cindy!
If you use Facebook, we encourage you to “like” the LWVMPC Facebook page. Doing so will
boost the number of people who see our page, and during the fall there will be important election
information on it.

You are invited to become a LWVMPC Observer
Amy Vandegrift
Our local newspaper no longer has a reporter assigned to important local government meetings. We
need to fill in this gap to keep the eyes of our community on our elected officials and make sure the
sun shines on our elected leaders. So we hope some of you will volunteer to observe your local
school board, city council, or county commissioner meetings.
Any League member can be an observer. Find a meeting that is of
interest to you and works in your schedule. Many meetings because
of the pandemic are currently on-line. We will have training and
provide a letter of introduction to the chair of the committee letting
them know LWVMPC is attending as an observer. We have a simple
form for you to complete with information you gathered. This
information will be made available to other League members and our
community.
Observer programs benefit the community by: • Creating a civically engaged and empowered cadre
of watchdogs; • Connecting individuals (observers and others with whom their observations are
shared) with government; • Promoting open, transparent and accountable government; • Connecting
elected/appointed officials with their constituents; • Educating the public about issues impacting their
communities and their lives; and • Identifying areas where action or improvement is needed. (LWVUS
publication #2080 Observing Your Government in Action)
Be proactive: Contact Amy Vandegrift, Membership Chair.
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New Members in the 100th Anniversary Year:
Amy Vandegrift, Membership Chair

Grow our League. The best way to get new members is to ask people you
know who are interested in good government, voting rights and all the other
positions that LWV holds. If you’ve asked someone and you think they might
need a bit more information, I would be pleased to call them.

Voter Service Report to the LWVMPC Board on 8/17/20
Deanie Anderson, Voter Education Co-chair
1. I attended two LWVOR Voter Service meetings via Zoom to discuss coordination among local
Leagues, communication support, schedule of events, and how to do remote interviews.
2. Ballot Measures: The Redistricting ballot measure is once again up for grabs, so it looks like
there will be only four or five ballot measures. LWVMPC members will again comprise the LWVOR
Voters’ Guide editing committee—Sally Hollemon, Jane Berry-Eddings, Diana Bodtker and Deanie
Anderson. The Voters’ Guide will be printed, online, audio and in Spanish. We will do a ballotmeasure presentation through Capitol Community Media (CCM, formerly CCTV) but no dates have
been set yet.
3. CCM: Candidate interviews will be done September 17 through September 23.
Janet Adkins is monitoring candidate filings (which are due August 25) and has prepared a draft
chart of candidate information. Will begin to ask for interviewers and candidate questions from
LWVMPC, AAUW, Salem City Club and neighborhood associations soon. Have communicated
with KMUZ radio.
4. vote411.org: Janet Adkins has entered some data for statewide races and is waiting for the final
posting of city races.
5. Other: Salem City Club will help with interviews but they are also setting up their own programs.
(See Page 8) Kathleen West will order Vote411, Get Out the Vote and NVR signs
and posters for community distribution. She is also contacting city parks to see if
they would host a Chalk the Vote activity August 23 - 29. Talked to Amy
Vandegrift about opportunities to volunteer during election.
To volunteer to help with election-related activities contact Deanie Anderson.
6. Kathleen West will need help identifying and delivering Voters’ Guides to
community locations and to help distribute signs and posters.
To volunteer to help with these deliveries, contact Kathleen.
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Membership

Elsa Struble, Data

Welcome New Members!
Suzanne Dufner
Danielle Gonzalez
Mary Jo Stoutenburg

Member News:
Helen Drakeley died on June 12,
age 96. She and her husband both
sang in ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ on
Broadway and the National Touring
Company of ‘Kiss Me Kate.’ After
moving to Texas Helen earned a BS
and then a Masters in Education.
She supervised the Chapter One Corrective
Reading program for the district and taught ESL
at the high school. She was active in the
League of Women Voters and served on the
state LWV of Texas Board. In 1994 the couple
moved to Dallas, Oregon. Helen attended
LWVMPC meetings and did telephoning. She is
survived by her daughter Ann. A memorial
service will be held at a later time.

Dues Are Due!
Elsa Struble, Treasurer
If your name is not listed
at the top of Page 9,
please pay your dues
now. The dues form is on
Page 9.
Regular dues are still $65
for one member and $95 for two at the same
address ($65 + $30 for additional household
member). A few of you pay an extra $15 to
have black & white paper copies of the Focus
mailed to you. Dues for students and limited
income members are $30—no questions
asked.

Kathy Reed died July 9 in her
sleep. Her husband Wally wrote
that she had battled cancer off
and on since 2013. Kathy had
served on the LWVMPC Board
and was president 2008-2009,
so Wally suggested that, if you
want to honor her memory,
consider the League. A
celebration of Kathy’s life will be held later and
may need to be virtual. Cards may be sent to
Wally Reed.

Marian Churchill, a Life
Member of LWV, died August
18 at age 94. Marian chaired
many studies and was a great
researcher. She was the first
recipient in 1984 of the
Founders’ Award. Sympathy
cards may be sent her her
daughter Katie (I don’t know
her last name) or son Tom at
Marian’s address.

Dues are due in September. Some
additional funds are available for
scholarships: contact the Treasurer or
Membership chair Amy Vandegrift.
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LWVUS 54th National Convention Report
Alice LaViolette and Amy Vandegrift, Delegates
Attending the 2020 LWVUS 54th National Convention during our
nationwide pandemic was quite a learning experience. Instead of
preparing for a 6-hour plane flight, making hotel reservations,
choosing back- to-back work sessions and planning how to get
around in Washington D.C., we were sorting through loads of
emails, connecting with other online Oregon attendees and
learning the protocol for official League business, all done while
sitting in front of our own computers.
The June 25-27 Convention was attended by nearly 1400
Amy
delegates and 900 observers spread over five time zones.
Vandegrift
Caucuses were held June 22–25. National League staff,
presenters and attendees all had to learn new ways of communicating and keeping
track of the firehose of information that came through email everyday. Most caucuses were held via
Zoom or Facebook. Zoom Webinar was used for the plenary sessions. Each event required a
unique login link for each attendee.
Alice LaViolette

The Oregon delegation, under the leadership of LWVOR President Rebecca Gladstone, met several
times by Zoom before and after the Convention. LWVOR presented our reports on "Privacy and
Cybersecurity" and "Climate Emergency: Time for All Hands on Deck.” There were over 20
delegates from Oregon and our state had representation in all of the 23 caucus sessions.
Since we were not going to be sitting together in a large conference hall, we found an alternate way
to compare notes and keep up to date with each other. We downloaded the text messaging service
What'sApp to our phones. This allowed our delegation to share information, make comments and
ask questions during the plenary sessions. It was especially helpful as we prepared to vote on
resolutions. Voting was done online by clicking on a "raise hand" link or by a yes/no poll.
While this first-time venture had many advantages, such as low cost for attendees and the
convenience of no travel, there were also a few frustrations. Since caucus presenters were
responsible for setting up their own delivery system, at times registered attendees were denied
access when the Zoom meeting-capacity was limited. We also had no time to meet and visit
personally with LWVers from around the country. During the plenary sessions, the sound or video
service was sometimes spotty. Delegates had to practice the voting procedure a few times to
assure that we would get an accurate count. And more than once we heard the plea, "Let's be
patient with one another; this is a new undertaking for all of us.”
LWV Convention delegates approved:
$ The amendments to the National by-Laws, https://www.lwv.org/ProposedBylaws
$ All current LWVUS Positions,
$ Program for 2020- 2022: League-wide Campaign for Making Democracy Work®:
Voting Rights, Elections, Campaign Finance/Money in Politics, and Redistricting, and continue
work on Climate Change, the Equal Rights Amendment, Health Care, Gun Safety and
Immigration
(Continued on next page)
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LWV Convention delegates approved (Continued from previous page)
$ The LWVUS 2020-2022 budget with no increase in the per member payment (PMP) at the national
level, https://www.lwv.org/ProposedBudgets
$ The 2020-2022 new LWVUS Board. Our new national president is Dr. Deborah Turner, https://
www.lwv.org/BoardSlate
Delegates also voted on and approved the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Motion #2020-145: Oppose transfer of Federal Public Land
Motion #2020-141: Support electoral systems at each level of government that encourage
participation, are verifiable and auditable and enhance representation for all voters
Motion #2020-118: Retain all current LWVUS positions in the areas of representative
government, international relations, natural resources and social policy.
Motion #2020-119: Campaign for Making Democracy Work®:
Motion #2020-150: Commitment to Immigration reform,
Motion #2020-136: End systemic racism in the justice system and promote equal protection
under the law for Black, Indigenous and all people of color (BIPOC)
Motion #2020-122: Restore, protect, and fund an ecologically sustainable environment and
climate and address the global climate change emergency.

Caucus Sessions that we attended were:
•

Public Federal Lands: study by LWV of New Mexico about sale of public lands to private
companies

•

Voting Rights Across the Lifespan: This presentation, by LWV of Boston, encouraged
expanding voting rights to children under 18, perhaps even at birth by giving their parents the
right to act as their proxy vote. They spoke of the trend for inclusion across the lifespan for
many civic/cultural organization (e.g. family museum memberships) so, why not include voting,
too?

•

How We Can Foster Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging in the League: The presenters,
from the LWV of Arlington, VA, asked us to think about the value of diversity to our own
League. What does fostering diversity in our League look like? How do we recruit and retain
members? How do we socialize? We were encouraged to look for partnerships with other local
clubs and organizations such Urban League, NAACP, sororities, young professionals, women
in business groups. We should develop mentorships, internships, leadership/career day
presentations, a student chapter, etc.

•

ClubExpress: This was a demonstration of the website management system used by LWVUS
and available, as a subscription, to all local Leagues.

•

Voter Representation/Electoral Systems: This caucus covered the concurrence position
(approved by delegates at the Convention) that is to assure increasing representation for
voters via the electoral system, making sure all can vote and have equal voice in their
representation. For details see https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/
concurrence-informational-quick-summary
▪
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Caucus Sessions that we attended (Continued from previous page)
•

The Perfect 36: Presented as a "musical breakout" session, this was a video presentation of
the musical production, "The Perfect 36: The Vote that Changed America". It was written and
performed 25 years ago for the 75th anniversary of the 19th amendment. They had planned to
perform it again for the LWV 100th anniversary. It can be performed by local groups at no cost.
The solo, "Truth", is sung by the Carrie Chapman Catt character. The song, "A Woman's Voice"
compares 1920 to 2020. The story is taken from the book, "The Perfect 36: Tennessee
Delivers Women's Suffrage" by Carol Lynn Yellin. For video go to https://
www.perfect36themusical.com/

•

Youth Voter Registration and Education Programs: This joint presentation by the Fairfax
Area (VA) and Tennessee Valley (AL) Leagues focused on high school voter registration
programs and the challenge that Covid 19 has created for in-school voter registration. They
also presented ideas for instruction on how to maintain voting status, change of address
procedures, voting schedules (each new voter gets a wallet-size card with this information),
active/inactive status info, a sample ballot, etc. Each program year has a new motto and the
kids are given plastic bracelets with the motto on it, such as "I vote because I can.”

•

Oregon’s Privacy and Cybersecurity: See report at http://lwvor.org/studies/.

•

Get Involved with LWVUS Lobby Corps: suggested ways that state leagues and local
leagues can support the LWVUS Lobby Corps as they gain access to our representatives.

•

Rebuild Trust with each other to save Our Civil Society: Presented tools and techniques to
be able to have civil discourse.

•

Climate Emergency- Time for All Hands-on Deck: support for LWV’s climate positions

•

Engaging Non-Voters & Seldom Voters in Lowest Turnout Precincts: A New York league
presented their successful efforts to expand voting by canvasing, registering, and explaining
the importance of voting to residents in neighborhoods with low voter turnout.

•

American’s Choices in the Health Care Debate-Defining the Priorities, Understanding
the Costs and What we Can Do: How the power of Leagues can be mobilized to help.

Caucus recordings and information are now available for viewing at this link:
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/council-convention/2020-convention-virtual-caucuses-andinfo-sessions
One important take away: A person is more likely to vote if asked if they voted.
This fall—after you vote, post on social media or send emails to friends:
I VOTED, HAVE YOU VOTED TOO?

Election Information
Salem City Club will have a series of Zoom webinars on election topics this fall.
We encourage LWV members to go to https://salemcityclub.com for details and to sign up.
#1—Friday, September 11, 12 - 1:30 p.m.: Commentary on Measures & Candidates on the Ballot
#2—Friday, September 25, 12 - 1:30 p.m.: Candidates for Oregon Senate District 10
The candidates are Deb Patterson (Democrat) and Denyc Boles (Republican).
September 2020
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League of Women Voters of Marion and Polk Counties
Membership through September 30, 2021
Membership in the League of Women Voters is open to all women and men 16 years of age and older.
Membership includes subscriptions to local, state, and national League publications, many of which are sent
by e-mail and all of which are supported by your local dues.
Name(s)______________________________________________________________ Date__________
Renewing members, please add below any information that is different from what's in the 2019-20
directory. If you've mislaid your directory, contact Elsa Struble at gstruble@willamette.edu, 364-3929.
New members, please complete the following contact information.
Phone (H)___________________________ (Cell)____________________________________
E-mail ____________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________ Zip_______________
Yes, I want to join the League: ______ as a new member. ______ as a renewing member
I am enclosing:
__ $ 65 for Individual Membership
__ $ 30 for each additional Household Member, Student or Limited Income Member
(Those with limited income may also contact Amy Vandegrift or Elsa Struble about scholarships)
__ $ 90 for a single Supporting Member
___$15 extra to receive printed newsletters through the mail
$_______Contribution to LWVMPC budget (not tax deductible)

$______TOTAL to LWVMPC (not tax deductible)
$_______ Contributions to LWV of Oregon are now tax deductible. Write a separate check payable
to LWVOR and send it to Treasurer Elsa Struble; she will forward it to the state League and the amount will
be held for us to use for our educational projects or per-member payments owed the state League. (Checks
sent to the LWVOR office will not benefit our local League but directly benefit the state League, another
good cause.)

Mail check(s) & form to Treasurer Elsa Struble, 210 18th St. NE, Salem, OR 97301
For further member information, contact Amy Vandegrift at 503-364-0492, vandebloom@gmail.com
or Elsa Struble at 503-364-3929, gstruble@willamette.edu
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS®
of Marion and Polk Counties
3335 Crestview Dr. S
Salem, OR 97302-5908
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

September 2020

Making Democracy Work™
The League of Women Voters®,
a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and
active participation in government,
works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
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